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Junior Medical Officer, Haddo, Port Blair.
As I have had some experience, on the pathological effect of the poison of the centipede, both on human beings and animals, a short description of the phenomena will, I hope, be of interest.
The Scolopendridas belong to the arthropoda family, and the class chilopoda. The Indian species is the scolopendra heros. They are characterised by a head, and uniformly segmented trunk, and possess very many legs. The poison apparatus is formed by a modification of the first segment to form a pair of jaws, at the base of which is situated the poison gland, which communicates with the tip of the clawlike process by means of a duct.
The poison is an acid opalescent liquid, which has an intensely corrosive local action.
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